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World War II 
Reading List 

Title Overview 
When Hitler Stole 

Pink Rabbit by 
Judith Kerr 

A powerful story of a young Jewish girl who is forced to flee her home in 
Germany in 1933. 

King of the Forest 
Clouds by Michael 

Morpurgo 

When Japan invades China, Ashley and his Uncle are forced to flee across 
the Himalayas. When Ashley is captured by a group of strange creatures, 

they revere him as their king. Why? 

Hitler’s Canary by 
Sandy Toksvig 

Hitler's Canary, ultimately, is about the courage and heroism of ordinary 
citizens in a time of danger and strife. 

The Silver Sword by 
Ian Serrailier 

In the chaos of World War II, Ruth, Edek and Bronia are separated from 
their parents, and left alone to fend for themselves, hiding from the Nazis 

in the ruins of their city. 

Hero on a Bicycle by 
Shirley Hughes 

A thrilling and moving story about a boy and his bicycle, set against a 
dramatic background of war-torn Italy (shortlisted for Blue Peter Award) 

Tail-end Charlie by 
Mick Manning 

Mick Manning has carefully recreated the hair-raising tales his father told 
him about life as an RAF tail-gunner during the Second World War 

Number the Stars by 
Lois Lowry 

It’s about two best friends, one Jewish, during the Nazi occupation of 
Denmark, and it’s extraordinary; honest and wise. 

Blitz Cat by Robert 
Westall 

A fantastically evocative novel about the Blitz. It’s told from the point of 
view of a cat who passes through many human lives. 

Once by Morris 
Gleizmann 

A moving and convincing child-eye view of what happened to the children 

of Poland after the Germans invaded. Felix has been placed by his parents 

in an orphanage for safe-keeping but, when the Germans come and burn 

the books in the orphanage he undertakes a dangerous journey. 
 

The Lion and the 
Unicorn by Shirley 

Hughes 

A beautiful picture book story of a boy who holds on to the badge he is 
given by his father as he goes off to fight in the war. Through all Lenny’s 
trials – having to be evacuated, fear for his father’s safety, missing his 

mother and meeting a wounded soldier – it this badge of the Lion and the 
Unicorn that keeps him believing in hope. 

The Machine 
Gunners by Robert 

Westall 

About five children from the North- east who find a working machine gun in 
a crashed Luftwaffe plane and set about defending their home town from 

bombing raids with dramatic results. 

The Amazing Tale of 
Adolphus Tips by 
Michael Morpurgo 

Tale of courage and warmth, set against the backdrop of the second world 
war, about a cat who survives against the odds. 

Friend or Foe by 
Michael Morpurgo 

Two evacuees meet airmen from a German Bomber-lives are saved. 

Carrie’s War by Nina 
Bawden 

A great story about Carrie and her younger brother who are evacuated to a 
mining village in Wales. 

Waiting for Anya by 
Michael Morpurgo 

It is World War II and Jo stumbles on a dangerous secret: Jewish children 
are being smuggled away from the Nazis, close to his mountain village in 
Spain. Now, German soldiers have been stationed at the border. Jo must 

get word to his friends that the children are trapped. The slightest mistake 
could cost them their lives. 
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I am David by Anne 
Holms 

The story of a young boy's journey through Europe after escaping from the 
camp where he had lived all his life. Sea, mountains and flowers, the 

colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, all are new 
to David. And David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes and his 

thin features are strange to other people. 

Fireweed by Jill 
Paton Walsh 

About a runaway evacuee surviving on the streets of London. 

Whistling in the 
Dark by Shirley 

Hughes 

Shirley Hughs writes about her own experiences of growing up in Liverpool 
during WWII. 

Jet the rescue Dog 
by David Long (7-9) 

An amazing collection of 33 short stories about all kinds of animals and 
their exceptional feats of bravery in war time. In the title story which is set 

in the Blitz during the Second World War. 

The Boy at the Top 
of the Mountain by 

John Boyne + 

A story of the transformation of Pierrot. Pierrot lives in France. His mother 
is French and his father is German; he can speak both languages. He has a 
dog and a best-friend, Anshel. When Pierrot is left an orphan he is claimed 

by his only relative: his father’s aunt Beatrix. Beatrix lives in an isolated 
house high up in the mountains. It is the Berghof, the mountain retreat of 
Hitler. Pierrot’s life is now dominated by Hitler himself and everything from 
his name onwards is about to change. In a story which is a sad and moving 

story about how gradually and stealthily a young child is changed by his 
contact with power and a false narrative. 

Billy the Kid by 
Michael Morpurgo 

8+ 

Billy the Kid is told through the voice of an 80 year old man, who looks 
back on his life as Chelsea’s champion striker until the outbreak of war in 

1939 and on through his subsequent life. 

The Diary of Anne 
Frank J. Poole has 
the best version. 

Famous diary of a young, Jewish girl in Amsterdam. 

Cherub series The 
Henderson Boys. 

Espionage adventures during WW2 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
by Michelle 
Magorian 

A shy and quiet World War II evacuee is housed by a disgruntled old man, 
and they soon develop a close bond. 

Flossie Albright’s 
WW2 Diary. 

Imaginative and beautifully presented. 

The Little Ships 8+ Daring rescue from Dunkirk. 

The Boy in Stripped 
Pyjamas by John 

Boyne 

To be shared with an adult or for a mature reader. 

Grandpa’s Great 
Escape by David 

Walliams 

Grandpa goes to the supermarket in slippers but can save the day in a 
spitfire. 
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